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Rep. Bartlett Proposes Legislation to Ensure Safe and Affordable Toys, Books and Clothing for Children


Washington, DC – “I have introduced legislation to ensure the availability of safe and affordable toys and clothing for children at thrift shops, consignment shops and neighborhood yard sales,” said Congressman Roscoe Bartlett.  Congressman Bartlett joined by Congressman John Shadegg introduced H.R. 968 a bill that corrects unintended consequences of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 that became law last year.  H.R. 968 is identical to companion legislation introduced by Senator Jim DeMint, S. 374.
Congressman Bartlett said, “As a scientist and engineer, I know that every program can be improved. This bill will protect children from lead contaminated imported toys without bankrupting American small businesses including craftsman and second-hand stores. Millions of Americans depend upon these neighborhood stores to obtain affordable toys, books and clothing for their children.”

Specifically, H.R. 968 and S. 374 will:

· Extend the deadline February 10th deadline for six months to allow for comments and practical implementation of the law.

· Allow smaller manufactures to use the lead testing done by their suppliers on their component parts to certify the lead content.

· Protect thrifts stores, yard sales, consignment shops and other second-hand sellers from potential liability.

· Prevent retro-active enforcement of the Act to compel manufactures from destroying products that were legal to sell prior to the February 10th, 2009 deadline.  The bill would only require that products manufactured after the effective date of the regulations have to comply with the requirements of the Act.

· Provide a one-time good-faith exemption for small businesses who accidentally run afoul of the law. 

· Require the government (through the Consumer Product Safety Commission) to provide small businesses with a compliance guide.  This Law and the required regulations will be extremely technical and would serve as a burden on small businesses.   
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